
ñSawasdeeò   - thatôs the tradi-
tional welcome greeting in Thai-
land - so Sawasdee  to a new 
Lionsô Year and all the chal-
lenges it brings us.  What an 
honour it is to write this as Gov-
ernor of the best district in MD 

ñAò, District A-12! 

Dave and I had a wonderful time 
at the International Convention in 
Bangkok and are still talking 
about the things we saw and did, 
and the friends old and new we 
met there.  It really is a small 
world when you think of it - peo-
ple travelled half way round the 
world to the convention, and 
when they arrived were thrilled to 
see people they knew from other 
countries.  And when I said half 
way round the world I wasnôt 
kidding.  We were 11 hours 
ahead of our home time zone 
and Iôm still not sure weôre gained 
back the time we gave up travel-

ling there. 

We were busy for a week before 
the convention when I attended 
Governorsô school and Dave was 
at sessions for spouses.  We had 
time to visit an elephant sanctu-
ary (and yes, I did ride an ele-
phant!), and we also visited the 
Imperial Thai palace and temples 

and went on a river cruise. 

We had busy days at the conven-
tion attending sessions, hearing 
speakers like Adil Najam, who 
shared the 2007 Nobel Prize with 
former VP Al Gore, talk about 
climate change.  Another high-
light was the presentation of the 
annual Lions Humanitarian 
Award, the highest honour the 
Association bestows, to Muhan-
nad Yunus of Bangladesh, also a 
Nobel Laureate.  He was recog-
nized for his initiative which 
started in 1976 when he opened 
the Grameen bank which makes 
small loans, some as little as 
$30, to entrepreneurs.  They are 

mostly women, and they use the 
money to start their own small 
businesses, so they and their fami-
lies can break the poverty cycle 
and become self-sufficient.  Over 

the years this has expanded to 
include many thousands of people, 
and has been extremely success-
ful - and the most impressive sta-
tistic is the repayment rate is over 

90%! 

                                        Contôd on p.2é... 

Thailand,  the year begins 

1. Help each other be rightñ
not wrong. 

2. Look for ways to make 
ideas workñnot for rea-
sons they wonõt. 

3. If in doubtñcheck it out! 
Donõt make negative as-
sumptions about each 
other. 

4. Help each other win and 

take pride in each otherõs 
victories. 

5. Speak positively about each 
other and about Lions at 
every opportunity. 

6. Maintain a positive mental 
attitude no matter what the 
circumstances. 

7. Act with initiative and 
courage as if it all depends 

on you 
8. Do everything with enthu-

siasmñitõs contagious. 
9.  Whatever you want  - give 

it away. 

10. Donõt lose faithñnever 
give up. 

11. Have fun! 

Enthusiastic Team.doc, by Dan Percy 

11 Commandments for Team Building 
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If nobody ever 
said anything 

unless he knew 
what he was talk-

ing about, a 
ghastly hush 

would descend 
upon the earth.  

Sir Alan Herbert  

Governorôs Governorôs 
NewsletterNewsletter  



 Left to right 

Beatrix Lauter, Hungary, 

Idan-Lion Shalom, Israel, 

Governor Nancy Watt-

Durant, Manuel Leiva-

Magarinos, Argentina, Nebs 

Pieper, Germany, PDG Raija 

Rosenthal, Benjamin Schrun-

ner, Austrial, Anil Secogin, 

Turkey 

Youth Exchange 2008 

The International Theme this 
year is òMiracles 
Through Serviceó  - 
check it out at 
www.lionsclubs.org. 
The emphasis is on 
Community Service 
and the miracles we 
make happen with 
hands-on projects and assis-
tance.  Leadership, Member-
ship and Public Relations also 
feature prominently in the pro-
gram.  

At the closing session, Interna-
tional President Al Brandel was 
sworn in, then we 752 District 
Governors took our oath of 
office - and it was wonderful to 
have IPDG Peter and Dianne 
there to pull the òelectó rib-
bons off Daveõs and my name 

tags. The rib-
bon pulling 
signified the 
transfer of 
office from 
Peter to me, 
and from First 
Lady Dianne 

to - I donõt know what we 
should call him - First Man 
Dave?! 

So now weõre home and the 
work continues planning for a 
busy and productive year in the 
District. 

Enjoy the rest of the summer, 
and get ready to make 
òMiracles Through Serviceó 
happen when we start up again 
in September! 

The International parade was a 
highlight as usual.  Our group 
was quite small this year - just 
36 people  compared to when 
conventions are in North 
America,  but everyone sure 
knew we were proud Canadi-
ans!  We wore our safari shirts 
emblazoned with maple leaves, 
carried Canadian flags and 
were warmly greeted all along 
the parade route with shouts of 
òSawasdee Canada!ó  Dave and 
I have marched in many inter-
national parades, and never 
before have we heard Canada 
given such acknowledgement - 
it was truly a humbling experi-
ence.  
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The beginning of a busy Lions year 
is just around the corner meaning 
that in-club communication is at 
hand.  That's a fancy way of saying 
that to keep members informed 
each club should publish a club 

bulletin.  

I have appreciated receiving 
bulletins over the summer from 
bulletin editors who produce a 
bulletin year round. With 
September just a few weeks away 
I can hopefully look forward to 
many bulletins coming my way 

over the months ahead. 

I was pleased to receive bulletins 
from many clubs during 2007-
2008, judging these bulletins was a 
challenge as they are all very well 
done and reflect the enthusiasm of 

the editors. 

As I have said previously a bulletin 
is the best means known to keep 
members informed of club 
activities and successes, hopefully 
even more clubs will  publish a 
bulletin in 2008-2009 and enter 
them in the District A-12 Bulletin 

Contest. 

Please send a copy of each 
bulletin to Lion Marian Wilson, 
Bulletin Contest Chair, 32 King 
Crescent, Huntsville, Ontario. P1H 
1X6 as well as a copy to each of 
your District Governor, Region 

Chair and Zone Chair. 

Yours in Lionism, 

Lion Marian Wilson 

Bulletin Contest 

CAMPAIGN SIGHTFIRST II UPDATE  

Lions Clubs International Foundation and Lions from around the 
world have exceeded their Campaign SightFirst II challenge goal of 

US $200 million dollars.   

As of June 26, 2008 Lions globally had raised US $200,329,000.00.   

It is estimated that these funds will save, or restore, the sight of 37 

million people around the world in the years to come, an incredible feat only Lions could achieve. 

The District A12 Lions Family has raised CDN $194,388.11 of the international total.  This is an 

accomplishment of which we can all be extremely proud.    

Many, many thanks go out to all our Lions, Lioness and Leo Clubs for working so hard to donate funds to 
this outstanding global undertaking.  A very special thank-you should also go to our Districtôs Model Clubs, 
i.e. Gravenhurst Lions Club, US $25,000 pledge; Alliston Lions Club, Bradford Lions Club and Wasaga 
Beach Lions Club, US $20,000 pledge each; Emsdale Lions Club, US $15,000 pledge and, Midland Lions 

Club, US $14,000 pledge.   

WELL DONE! 

Remember - it is the Lionsô primary 

goal to provide òVision for alló.   

See the CSFII news release at 

www.lionsclubs.org for more 

information  

PDG Kathy Daoust 

ñSuccess is not a 

matter of chanceé

but of choice.ò 

Striker Corbin  

http://www.lionsclubs.org/
http://www.lionsclubs.org/


Albert F. Brandel of  
Melville, New York 

OZIL handpiece for the Huntsville Hospital 

NEW YORK RESIDENT 
ELECTED 

PRESIDENT OF LIONS 
CLUBS INTERNATIONAL  

OAK BROOK, IL, USA, 
June 27, 2008ðAlbert F. 
Brandel of Melville, New 
York, USA was elected 
president of The Interna-
tional Association of Lions 
Clubs at the associationôs 
91st International Conven-
tion held June 23-27 in 
Bangkok, Thailand.  

He is a retired police detec-
tive. For many years he 
investigated child abuse 
and neglect, juvenile delin-
quency, domestic violence 
involving children and 
missing children.  

President Brandel will lead 
the worldôs largest interna-
tional service club organi-
zation, which has 1.3 mil-
lion members in 45,000 
clubs in 202 countries and 
geographic areas around 
the world. He will also help 
set the direction for Lions 
Clubs International Foun-
dation and the foundationôs 
SightFirst Program, a 
US$202 million effort to rid 
the world of preventable 

and reversible blindness.  

President Brandel has 
been active in numerous 
professional and commu-
nity organizations. He 
helped coordinate Lions 
relief efforts at the World 

Trade Center following 
September 11, 2001. He is 
a former member of the 
board of directors of the 
United Nations Association 
of the USA and has served 
as a Little League volun-
teer and a Eucharistic min-
ister. 

A member of the West 
Hempstead Lions Club 
since 1975 and an associ-
ate member of the Melville 
Lions Club, International 
President Brandel has held 
many offices in the asso-
ciation, including club 
president, district governor 

and international director. 
He has also been a pre-
senter and panellist at 
USA/Canada Lions Lead-
ership forums and a trans-
porter with the Long Island 
Lions Eye Bank. 

Lions clubs are known for 
their efforts to preserve 
sight and eradicate blind-
ness, as well as their com-
mitment to community ser-
vice and helping youth. To 
learn more about Lions 
Clubs International, visit 

www.lionsclubs.org . 

Lake Simcoe Action Cards have 

their roots in a 2006 research 

report from the Windfall Ecology 

Centre and the Ladies of the 

LakeðThe Naked Truth: an 

action plan to save Lake Simcoe.  

Their Reflections and 

Possibilities can apply anywhere 

and I would like to pass on some 

of their findings and solutions. 

Water Cycle Facts 

The Water Cycle begins as water 

evaporates from water surfaces 

just over $17,000.00 to this 
project which has a total 
cost of $35,000.00, basi-
cally we are half way there.  

Sincere thanks to the clubs 
who have supported this 
project, hopefully over this 
current Lions year we can 
get even closer to covering 
the full cost or maybe even 
go over the top.  

Congratulations to Lion 
Bruce Gallagher on the 
success to date of his ef-
forts to raise funds to cover 
the cost or a least partial 
cost of an OZIL handpiece 
for the Huntsville Hospital. 
This important equipment 
is now in place for use in 
removing cataracts.  

We Lions have donated 

It's great to be a Lion, par-
ticularly when we can con-
tribute so generously to a 
local sight related project. 

 

Lion Douglas Wilson, 
P.D.G. 
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Sep 18-20-USA/Canada Lions 

Forum, Saskatoon 

Oct 1-Deadline to  purchase 

Peace Poster Kits from Club 

Supplies Sales at Lions 

International Headquarters  

Oct 2-6-Senior Lions 

Leadership Institute, Toronto 

Oct 2-Zone 21N Advisory, 

Emsdale 

Oct 9-World Sight Day 

Oct 19-Regional Orientation, 

Emsdale (Reg 21N) 

Oct 24-25-Dorset Fun 

Weekend 

Oct 26-Cabinet Meeting 

Oct 29-Regional Oriientation, 

Baysville (Reg 21E) 

Oct 30-Regional Orientation, 

Parry Sound (Reg 21W) 

Nov 9-21-LCIF 2008 Cruise  Environment 

to condense into clouds. 

Water falls back to the earth in the 

form of rain, snow, or other 

precipitation and is stored in rivers, 

lakes, oceans, glaciers (ice caps) or 

underground in aquifers. 

The water then re-evaporates to 

begin the cycle anew. 

Plants and animals interact with this 

cycle because living things require 

water to function properly; living 

things therefore consume, transpire, 

excrete and exhale water. 

How we live in any watershed 

directly impacts water quality and 

quantity. 

When a water system is imbalanced 

at any one of its stages of the 

cycleðthe entire cycle is affected 

Careless use or abuse of water can 

threaten our way of living, so speak 

out to the highest authority when 

you see water use that worries you. 

òThose who want to succeed will find a way...those who donõt 

will find an excuse.ó                                            Leo Aguila 

http://www.lionsclubs.org

