
Where has the time gone?  Not a new 

question and the answer is usually always 

the same ï ñI donôt know.ò 

This year is no different.  It seems like only 

a few short weeks ago Dave and I were 

getting ready to go to Bangkok for the Inter-

national Convention, and here we are get-

ting ready to go to another one ï this time 

in Minneapolis, where weôll be proud to see 

VDGE George sworn in as our new District 

Governor.  

Without a doubt this has been the most 

exciting year of my Lionsô life ï so far!  And 

I might add the most gratifying.  The things 

we have accomplished this year in the Dis-

trict have added to the strong foundation we 

already had, and will enable us to continue 

to grow in all facets of Lionism.   

Our MERL team gave us excellent leader-

Itõs Almost Over . . . 

The MERL Team has been 
doing a tremendous job this 
year.  It has been an honour 
to be part of this team. 
Membership Chair Jim Hilt:  
You cannot get a better and 
more enthusiastic Lion to pro-
mote Lionism and to instil a 
desire to increase and hold 
onto Lions in our Clubs. 
Extension Chair Len Day: Has 

not succeeded in getting a 
new Club off the ground, but 
thereôs on-going effort to start 
a new Club in Sandycove 
Acres, a retirement commu-
nity, as a new club or an asso-
ciate club of the Barrie Lions 
Club. 
Revitalization Chair Fred 
Brox:  Another Lion with ex-
perience and dedicated to 

keeping up-to-date on what 
Lion Clubs are doing to main-
tain their obligations to Lions. 
Leadership chaired by Fred 
Collins: He has been provid-
ing us with leadership training, 
advice and ideas whenever 
asked, and another successful 
L.L.W. which, by all accounts, 
was much enjoyed by those 
who attended.  Fred is pass-
ing on the Leadership role to 
John Squire and Fred prom-
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ship - the Orientation sessions presented 

by the Region Chairs; the 7th Annual Lions 

Learning Weekend; the Club Report Card; 

Officer training.  Many issues were tackled 

by the Long Range Planning and Honorary 

committees; we did some realigning of 

clubs in Regions 8 and 36 - we sought input 

from Lions and acted on their suggestions; 

the revised Constitution and By-laws was 

approved; we accepted the position of 2nd 

Vice District Governor . . . and while doing 

all this we had a lot of good fellowship and 

fun.  

When I look back on the year, I can say 

with pride that Lions, Lioness and Leos 

have done a tremendous amount of work in 

each of our communities and beyond.  At 

every Zone meeting it was with a sense of 

awe that I heard what each had accom-

plished or had planned for the future.  

ñTogether we can do so much . . .ò and we 

ised that he will be avail-
able for help as needed. 
Our required three year 
Membership Plan got off to 
a slow start, but most Clubs 
now have submitted a plan 
and are committed to in-
creasing Membership and 
retaining the members that 
they have. 
By all accounts, we can 
and will look forward to a 

Contõd on Pg. 2 
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have demonstrated time and 

again just how true that 

statement is. 

In early Fall I challenged 

each Lions club to create 

a three-year plan.  If we 

are to continue to serve 

our communities in mean-

ingful ways we need to 

have plans to help us 

along the way.  At the 

February Zone meetings it 

was wonderful to hear 

those plans ï and nearly 

every club reported on a 

three-year plan.  Fantas-

tic!  The plans were given 

to the MERL team and 

they will be using them 

next year as they work 

with clubs to help you 

achieve your dreams. 

Our Muskoka Elegance 

Convention was a most 

exciting weekend, and I 

want to say on behalf of 

us all  a huge ñThank you!ò 

to Chair and Co-chair 

PDGôs Jim and Doug, the 

Emsdale Lions and other 

committee members for a 

job well done and then 

some.  And a very special 

thanks to ID Patti and Lion 

Greg for gracing us with 

their presence. 

Thank you all so much for 

the wonderful friendship 

and support you gave me 

this year as District Gover-
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Region Rallies, 8, 21 & 36  
March 16th in Port 
Sydney, hosted by the 
Stephenson Lions, Region 
21 had an excellent 
turnout of 70 Lions and 
Lioness.  The meal was a 
h i t  and fe l lowship 
abounded.  We had a 
Lions History quiz hosted 
by PDG Dave Durant.  
Candidates for two zones, 
the region, 2nd VDG, 
VDG and Governor were 
all present and spoke 

briefly about their plans 
for next year. 
Stayner Lions hosted the 
8 & 36 rally at St Patrickõs 
C h u r c h  h a l l  t o 
accommodate everyone. 
Also a great turnout, 
excellent meal and 
speeches from the 
candidates for Governor, 
VDG, 2nd VDG, Regions 
and two Zone chairs were 
h e a r d .   A n o t h e r 
memorable evening! 

The Gravenhurst Leo 

Club made a big hit at 

the 2009 Dog Guide 

Challenge held at the 

Lions Foundation in 

Oakville March 28th.  

Seven of the ten 

members of the club 

were in attendance. 

This year the Leos fielded two teams in the Challenge 

and took first place for the second year in a row.  We all 

got a small taste of what our school does to help people 

live their life with the freedom that only a Dog Guide 

can bring. 

nor.  Itôs an opportunity 

that comes only once, and 

Iôm so glad that my oppor-

tunity came in District A-

12! 

Have a wonderful summer 

and come back in Septem-

ber with the same energy 

and passion you have 

shown this year, and we 

will continue to grow in our 

communities as ñWe 

Serve.ò 

Governor Nan 

In March we had our garage sale for the 

Governorôs Project. We sold tables to the 

public as well as donations of items to sell at 

our own table.  We may have another one in 

July.        

May 9 th  we are hosting Laps For The Cure, at 

Sunset Speedway.  Sponsor forms have 

already been handed out and we are working 

on sponsors to help us with the cost of the t -

shirts.  There will be a draw for season tickets 

for the track donated by Sunset Speedway. 

Sobeys will provide a BBQ.  

May 10/09 A pancake breakfast for mothers 

day is planned for May 10 th  at the Lions hall.  

News from the Innisfil Leos  

Gravenhurst Leos at Lions 

Foundation Canada  

fruitful new year. 
It is amazing when you put our 
collective heads together what 
we can do for the betterment 
of Lions and the benefit of the 
Communities we serve. 
There will be another MERL 
workshop on May 30-31 in 
Markham. 
At this time I would like to 
thank all the Clubs that have 
submitted their plans. Your 
MERL Team for next year will 
use all suggestions and ideas 
presented and look forward to 
your continued help and sug-
gestions.  If you require their 
help do not hesitate to call on 
them.  They are here to help 
and help they will. 
And lastly, this Lionsô year is 
almost over!  To prepare for 
the new Lionsô year have a 
year-end member survey.  
This way you will have some-
thing to work on for the new 
year. 

V.D.G  George,  
MERL Chair . 

M.E.R.L. Team  
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T he attendance at our Cabinet Meeting was better than 
it usually is in February.  All the officers were present 

(except for one on leave) and the majority of Chairs with 
few exceptions.  Most reports were brief with only high-
lights or important issues read.  Since the number of re-
ports required (at least 24) to be aware of what every chair 
has accomplished, brief is what it has to be or it would take 
a weekend to get through them all. 

G overnor Nan did an excellent job despite not feeling 
up to par.  It ran like an efficient, well-oiled machine.  

The Constitution and By-Law changes were all passed and 
other important issues like District overseeing our conven-
tions from now on plus the location chosen for 2010, Red 
Leaves. 

F unds that have been held by District for some time for 
Lions Quest (over $14,000) since we have not had a 

chair for a couple of years will now  be used for a work-
shop to be held in Barrie this spring for teachers within the 
A12 boundaries.  The cost of this training is $350 each and 
we will pay $300 and those taking the training will be asked 
to contribute $50 of their own.  Our maximum cost for this 
will be $10,800 which will leave a small balance remaining 
in the  Lions Quest account. 

T he hospitality shown by the Victoria Harbour Lions 
was great as was the lunch of soup and sandwiches.  

The meeting started on time and ended just after 2 pm so 
everyone was able to return home in the daylight..  It was a 
beautiful day and it may have had some bearing on the 
good attendance. 

P resentations of both the Learning Weekend and the 
District Convention PowerPoint promotions ran all 

day to attract Lions members to both functions and I think 
they met with some success. 
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D is t r i c t  A - 12  

Cabinet Meeting, February 8th, 
Victoria Harbour 

Lions are the worldõs best-kept secret.  No more!  The District is embarking on a home-grown radio and internet advertising cam-

paign this winter that will help tell the story to the public about What We Are and What We Do.  The campaign focuses on the 

theme that òWe are Lions becauseé.It Takes A Lionó to provide the service to our communities.   

The campaign starts soon with 

radio advertising on FM93 and 

B101 in the South, and the Moose 

Radio Network in the North.  

Each ad speaks to the  core values 

of Lions as indicated in our new 

Brand Renewal efforts.  A new 

public website is under construc-

tion, at www.ItTakesALion.ca.  

Visit it today for a sneak peak!   

How can you help?  Visit www.lionsclubs.org and review the new Lions Brand Book, òWe Are Lions.ó  When speaking to the 

public about Lions, use the messages in the Brand Book.  Invite them to visit the new website, and find out more about why It 

Takes A Lion. Use the  new website in your own club advertising and promotion. 

Submitted by PCST Chris Lewis, District A-12 Internet Technology, Promotion and Lions Information Chair 

Thank you Gravenhurst Lions . . 
.Behind every successful person there is a 

team of believers and I am so fortunate to 

have such a team behind me - my Lions 

Club of Gravenhurst.   

I want to thank each and every one of you 

for joining me on my exciting journey these 

past two years as I served as Vice and then 

District Governor.  You were always 

there to lend a hand; come on a visit; 

give me a hug; prepare my hospitality; 

share a laugh; boost my spirits  . . .  I 

am so fortunate. 

Thank you, thank you, and thank you 

again!  

Lion Nan  

 
May 11-17ðWhite Cane Week 
May 15ðDeadline for PU101 
reporting 
June 1ðHelen Keller Day 
June 5ðWorld Environment Day 
June 4-7ðMDòAò Council 
Meeting, North Bay 
June 4-7ðMDòAò Convention, 
North Bay 
July 6-10ð International 
Convention, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota  
AugðMini Cabinet Meeting, 
Alliston 
Sept 24-26ðUSA/Canada Lions 
Leadership Forum Memphis, 
Tennessee 

http://www.ItTakesALion.ca
http://www.lionsclubs.org/


As Membership Chair, I 
wish to compliment the 
Lions and Lioness of A-12. 

There has been much 
ñdoom and gloomò of late 
about declining member-
ship. As members of the 
Lions family, we are not 
alone with this dilemma ï 
Rotary, Kin, Legion mem-
bership numbers are also 
declining. 

Although concerned, I am 
not alarmed ï membership 
worldwide has finally 
started to increase, and 
District A-12 has brought in 
its share of new members. 
For the past three or four 
years, we have enjoyed an 
extremely strong MERL 
team. Our Region Chairs 
are doing an extremely 
valuable job with Orienta-
tion. 

As I stated during the Re-
gion 8-36 Rally, at MDôAô, 
our District is looked upon 
as a role model. We are 
asked to share our experi-
ences, our templates, our 
training forms, and our 

Club Report Card. Other 
Districts have now mod-
eled their Officer Training 
after our Lions Learning 
Weekends. Lions from A-
12 serve as Group Leaders 
at Senior Leadership Insti-
tute. At USA-Canada Fo-
rums, several have been 
instructors, moderators or 
presenters. 

I mention this 
because I 
want you to 
remain posi-
tive! It was a 
conscientious 
decision of 
our District 
leaders not  
to hold an 
Extension 
Workshop. Despite pres-
sure from LCI, we decided 
not to expend all our ener-
gies starting a series of 
ñnewò clubs; rather, it was 
decided that we would 
spend more time concen-
trating on those members 
we already have ïretaining 
and revitalizing these qual-
ity  members. We built on 

the teamwork that already 
existed ï we stressed the 
need to purge ourselves of 
negative thoughts ï we 
provided evidence of how 
this negativity was costing 
us good members - we 
asked each to remember 
why they joined Lions/
Lioness ï we reminded 
them of the Purposes of 

Lionism, and 
we shared 
our belief that 
the future of 
our Associa-
tion is bright! 
Our Exten-
sion Team 
continues to 
work with a 
prospective 

new club in Sandycove, but 
we have not ñabandonedò 
the approximately 1350 
Lions and Lioness currently 
in our ñfamilyò  

At our recent Convention, 
ID Patti praised us for a 
well-organized event. She 
was overwhelmed that over 
300 members could as-
semble for three days and 

to keep them up to date on 
club activities and of 
course to the Bulletin Con-
test Chair for judging. 

Bulletins contain a lot of 
information, the names of 
District officers, club offi-
cers, time and location of 
club meetings, reports of 
club activities, zone, region 
and district events as well 
as Multiple District and 
Lions International  news.  
Bulletins give editors an 
opportunity to write edito-
rials and to keep everyone 
in the club updated on 

Bulletins are an important 
means of communication 
within a club and the Dis-
trict.  They are published 
either monthly or bi-
monthly, many are multi-
ple pages in length and 
some are only a page or 
two but they are all very 
worthwhile.  Bulletins are 
distributed to members at 
meetings, by mail or by e-
mail, they are also sent to 
the various District officers 

members who may have 
been ill or had some good 
news to share. 

I have enjoyed every aspect 
of reading many bulletins 
over the past three years, I 
have especially enjoyed the 
many jokes and recipes 
which have been included 
in these bulletins. My three 
years as M.D.óAó Publica-
tions and District Bulletin 
Chair has been a great 
pleasure.  I want to wish 
my successor the same 
pleasure that I have en-
joyed with this portfolio. 

Comments, M.E.R.L. Membership Chair 

Club Bulletins 

Lion Marian Wilson. 

ñDespite what 

some may say, 

District A -12 

ainôt  broken é 
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have so much fun, cele-
brating so many accom-
plishments! Visitors from 
A9, A1 and A15 shared 
that sentiment. Despite 
what some may say, Dis-
trict A -12 ainôt broken ï it 
just needs each of us to 
prevent such negativity 
from disrupting what we do 
best ï serving our commu-
nities. 

As a ñfamilyò, we have dif-
ferent opinions ï and differ-
ent personalities. As with 
any family, we can choose 
to allow those differences 
to strengthen - or to de-
stroy us! From what I saw 
at Deerhurst this past 
weekend, I am confidant 
that my Lions and Lioness 
will remember why they 
joined, and that they will 
share the joy of member-
ship with like-minded indi-
viduals. 

Thank you Lions, Lioness 
and Leos for being who 
you are!! 

 

 

From Pres Al Brandel 
 

One of my favorite American 
football coaches, Lou Holtz, 
was never too concerned if 
this team was trailing at half-
time.  He said this: 
 

ñHow you respond to the chal-
lenge in the second half will 
determine what you become 
after the game, whether you 
are a winner or a loser. 
We are now in the second half 
of our leadership year and, if 
you havenôt done so already, 
this is the time to review your 
goals, take a close look at 
what is working and to make 
whatever changes are needed 
to end this year as a winner.ò 



Muskoka Elegance  
Convention  

 

Deerhurst  

April 24 - 26, 2009  
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International Presidentôs Certificate 
Recipients RC Ernie Rye, PDG Fred 

Brox, IPDG Peter McCague, Lion Barb 
Ennis with Gov Nan, and ID Patti Hill 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Lion Carol Keith, an 

ñEveryday Heroò presented 
by Gov Nan & ID Patti 

 

 

 

 

 

Lion Marian 
Bulletin Contest Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

PDG Jim Hilt receiving 
Leadership Medal 

presented by 
ID Patti Hill 

 

 

 

 

 

The ñSands Trioò  
Dean, Sammy & Frank 
Saturday Night Gala 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñOutstanding contributors to District A-12 
PDG Kathy Daoust, PCST Chris Lewis, ZC 

Maureen Hilt with presenters Gov. Nan and ID Patti  

 

 

 

 

 

RC Ernie 
Region 21 Rally 

PZC Ralph 
Wilding 

 

 

 

 

PDG Fred Brox and the 
Dooley Sisters 

 

 

 

 

 

District Governor Elect 
George Bik 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

At the World Wide Induction Day ceremony, 
ID Patti  asked if anyone else wanted to 
become a Lion.  Mary Harris, shown here with 

sponsor Lion Axel, accepted the invitation  

 

 

 

 

 

PRC Ruth Dutt, PDG Len Day, Lion 

Janice Campbell, ñVoting Scrutineersò  

 

The 

Blooze 

Brothers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lion Paul Bennett receiving 

Pres Al Brandelôs lapel pin for 

quietly being a Lion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday Night ñCan-Can Lineò 

Newest 

District 

Lions 


