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District A-12 Governor Peter McCague 

A new Lions’ year has be-
gun and how time flies. In 
early May we were busy 
with our district convention 
in Wasaga Beach, at the 
end of June, Dianne and I 
were in Chicago for the 
International Convention. 
This was a very busy time 
with five days of training 
sessions prior to the con-
vention start. Our daughter 
Lion Jennifer, I am proud to 
say, joined us in Chicago 
and attended the conven-
tion and with her mother 
was able to do some site 
seeing and shopping.  
 
I was pleased to see many 
of our A-12 Lions in atten-
dance; although we were 
kept so busy it was not 
possible to visit with every-
one, I hope you enjoyed the 
convention and were able 
to see Chicago.  
 
On the final day the 
speaker was Lion Jimmy 
Carter, former USA Presi-
dent who spoke of the pro-
jects and efforts made to 
aid the less fortunate by 
Lions generous donations 
through LCIF.  
 
Our new international presi-
dent Mahendra Ama-

rasuriya was welcomed by all 
after which he delivered a 
short address. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Then it was time for the district 
governors to be inducted. I, 
along with 745 other gover-
nors, was sworn in and Di-
anne and I had our ribbons 
pulled by IPDG Jim and Lion 
Maureen. A wonderful thing 
this ribbon pulling tradition and 
having Jim and Maureen there 
added significant meaning to 
the occasion.  
 
Our International President 
Mahendra Amarasuriya has 
chosen as his theme for the 
year “Challenge to Change”. 
As you will see on the LCI 
website and the Lion maga-
zine the Challenge to Change 

program focuses on several 
initiatives, from the re-
branding of Lions clubs, to 
the Challenge to raise funds 
for Campaign Sight First II.   
President Amarasuriya says 
“We don’t need to change 
who Lions are and what we 
do. But we need to change 
how we do things.” 
 
This Lions year is one of 
many milestones for Lions; 
the 90th anniversary of the 
association, 50 years of 
Leos, 20 years of women 
Lions, 20 years of the Lions 
International Peace Poster 
Contest and the 25 anniver-
sary of the Lions Founda-
tion of Canada. All reasons 
to celebrate our proud heri-
tage. 
Let’s remember our roots 
and realize that for us to 
continue the service we 
have so proudly provided 
that change is necessary. A 
saying in business is that 
there are two types of com-
panies; those that change 
and those that are going out 
of business. We need to 
look at our clubs with a 
critical eye to make sure we 
are relevant to our commu-
nities. Are we changing as 
our communities change? 

DG Peter, just prior to the  
ribbon ceremony 



Aug 26-Officer Training, Washago 
Lions Hall, 10a-4p 

Sep 6-8—USA-Canada Forum, 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Sep 14-15-MD”A” Council Meeting, 
Markham 

Sep 22-Appreciation Night for PID 
Terry Graham, Belleville 

Sep 30-Club President Excellence 
Award applications due 

Oct 1-Peace Poster Kit purchase 
deadline, Club Supplies 

Oct 9-MERLO’ghetti, Emsdale 

Oct 16-MERLO’ghetti, Tiny Township 

Oct 19-20-Dorset Fun Weekend 

Oct-21-Cabinet Meeting, Dorset 

Oct 23-MERLO’ghetti, Alliston 

Oct 22-Zone 36 East, Orillia 

Oct 30-Zone 21 North, Sundridge 

Your MERLO Team has already met and started work on 
plans for another successful year.  I am pleased to be chairing 
the committee and working with these enthusiastic and dedi-
cated Lions: PDG Dave Durant, Membership; PDG Len Day, 
Extension; PDG Fred Brox, Retention;  PRC Fred Colins, 
Leadership and PRC Barry Jaynes, Orientation. 
 
Over the past two years we have held MERLO evenings dedi-
cated to Membership topics.  This year we are continuing the 
evenings, and in response to your many requests, they will be 
devoted to Orientation.  One evening will be held in each Re-
gion, but, of course, you can attend the one which is most con-
venient for you:    Emsdale October 9;   Tiny Township Octo-
ber 16; and     Alliston October 23.  More information will be 
sent shortly to every Club by Orientation Chair Barry.  Plan to 
attend – it will be an interesting evening for you whether you 
are a “new” or an “experienced” Lion.  Prospective Lions mem-
bers are also welcome to attend – so please be sure to invite 
them! 
 
New this year is a contest to promote the sponsorship of new 
Lions members.  In addition to the rewards from Lions interna-
tional – Key Awards and Year-Round Growth Membership 
Excellence pins, the Lion in A-12 who sponsors the greatest 
number of new Lions will be honoured with a Knight of CNIB 
Lake Joseph Centre, Honourary Guardian of Camp Huronda 
or Lions Camp Dorset Honourary Directorship award.  The 
contest runs from July 1, 2007 until March 31, 2008. 
 
Our Region Chairs are an integral part of our MERLO Team, 
and as you are aware, they no longer make official visits to 
every club.  They are available to work with any club that re-
quests assistance, and are prepared to offer practical advice 
and support on a number of club issues such as:  how to run 
effective meetings; planning and holding a Club Focus Night; 
keeping members involved; just to name a few.  Please call on 
them – they have a wealth of knowledge and will work with 
you to make your club more successful. 
 
Mark your calendars NOW for the 2008 Lions Learning Week-
end – March 29 and 30 at the Bayview Wildwood Resort.  
Please refer to the District Directory or District Webpage 
www.a12lions.org for complete details. 
 
Enjoy the rest of the summer, relax and get ready for another 
year when you’ll want to tell everyone  “It’s great to be an A-12 
Lion!” 
 

VDG Nancy, MERLO Chair  
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How are a Texas tornado and a 
Tennessee divorce the same? 
Somebody’s gonna lose a trailer. 

Unbalanced! 
 
There’s a clue to our troubled society in 
Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary.   
 
It devotes 66 column inches to the defini-
tion of “take” and only 22 colunn inches to 
“give”. 

Leo J. Paulin 



Director, Heather Anderson.  The 
District A-12 Lions Craft Centre is 

one step closer to 
becoming a reality.  
Dianna, Provenzano 
CA, Cdn. Diabetes 
Assoc. volunteer, 
Jan Thomas,  Direc-
tor of Ontario 
Camps, IPDG Jim 
and 2006-07 Camp 

Huronda Chair, Ruth Dutt partici-
pated in the presentation. 

August 11th  marked our annual 
Tag Day for Canadian Diabetes. 
Sadly, only Sundridge Lioness, 
Perry District Leos, Emsdale Lions 
and Dorset Lions participated versus 
12 clubs last year.  Approximately 
$1,000 was raised.  As usual, we are 
all very busy, but I ask you to save 
August 9, 2008 for this very worth-
while cause.  Now is the time to 
start planning the “who and where” 
for the event.  More to follow! 
On a positive note, District A-3 and 
A-16 also participated this year. 

Lion Deb Hope, Chair  

Also attending were Re-
gion 21 Chair Peter Hope 
and Region 8 Chair 
George Bik as the 2007-
2008 proposed budget 
was drafted, in preparation 
for the August 19th Cabinet 
approval. 

August 8th marked the Of-
ficial Changeover as Gov-
ernor  Peter ,  V ice-
Governor Nancy and CST 
Tom received all records 
from IPDG Jim and IPCST 
Ernie.  

www lionsclubs.org 
A kit must be purchased 
for each contest spon-
sored. A Lions club must 
sponsor the contest. 
Some dates to be aware 
of:   
October 1, 2007 - Dead-
line to pur-
chase kits from 
the Club Sup-
plies Sales 
Department.   
November 15, 
2007 - Dead-
line for clubs to 
send one win-
ning poster (per contest 

sponsored) to the Dis-
trict Governor. 
December 1, 2007 - 
Deadline for a District 
Governor to send one win-
ning district poster to mul-
tiple district council chair. 
 

Congratulations 
go out to Rhian-
non Parry, our 
2006-2007 Dis-
t r i c t  Pea c e 
Poster winner. 
The Bond Head 
District Lions 
Club sponsored 

Rhiannon’s poster.  

Lions clubs can sponsor 
the program in their com-
munity for children in local 
schools or organized 
sponsored youth groups. 
Students, ages 11, 12 or 
13 on November 15, are 
eligible to participate. 
Through the contest, stu-
dents are encouraged to 
visually depict their inter-
pretation of the contest's 
theme. 
Lions clubs may purchase 
a contest kit through the 
Club Supplies Sales De-
partment, or an order form 
can be found at  

C h a n g i n g  o f  t h e  G u a r d :  

P e a c e  P o s t e r  
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"Peace 
Around the 
World" is the 
theme of the 
2007-08 
Peace Poster 
Contest.  

Saturday, July 21st many attended 
the Camp Huronda Appreciation 
day.  This is the 
third or fourth one 
I have attended 
and it feels like 
every year, there 
are more people 
present. 
A festive atmos-
phere prevails 
and especially so this year.  IPDG 
Jim Hilt presented A-12’s project 
cheque for $47,122.04 to Camp 

C a m p  H u r o n d a   
A p p r e c i a t i o n  D a y  

C a n a d i a n  D i a b e t e s  
T a g  D a y  
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Get Involved in Lions Foundation’s 
25th Anniversary 

 
The 2007-2008 fiscal year marks Lions Foundation of 
Canada’s 25th anniversary and we’re looking to make 
it a huge success. To do that we need your help. Our 
recent growth is only surpassed by the needs of our 
clients, requiring us to grow another 40 per cent. We 
need Lions Clubs across Canada to take part in our 
anniversary events so that the next 25 years are even 
brighter than the first 25. Select a club representative 
and fill out the form in the 25th anniversary brochure or 
at the back of this newsletter and return it to the 
Foundation via mail or fax, or e-mail it to 
25years@dogguides.com. 
 

25TH ANNIVERSARY REPRESENTATIVE FORM 
 

Please fill out and detach form and mail to the Foundation. 
 
First Name -___________________________________________________________ 
          
Last Name ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Address _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone ________________________  E-mail ________________________ 

S u c c e s s  
 

"Success is in the way you walk the paths of life each and every day. It is in the little 
things you do, and in the things you say. It is not in reaching heights of fame. It is 

not alone in reaching goals that all men seek to claim. Success is being big of heart, 
clean and broad of mind. Success is being faithful to your friends and to the 

stranger kind. Success is in your family and your teammates and what they learn 
from you. Success is having character in everything you do." 
         Bill Collar 



1980 and international director from 1991 
to 1993. 
 
In recognition of his service to the associa-
tion, he has received numerous awards, 

including many membership 
awards, the Master Key 
Award, eight International 
President's Certificates of 
Appreciation, eight Interna-
tional President' s Awards, 
the Leadership Award and the 
Ambassador of Good Will A 
ward, the highest honor be-
stowed upon association 
members. He has also re-
ceived the 100% District Gov-
ernor Award, the Extension 
Award and the 15-Year Per-
fect Attendance Award. He is 

a Progressive Melvin Jones Fellow. 
 
International President Amarasuriya re-
sides with his wife, Lion Kushlani, also a 
Melvin Jones Fellow, in Colombo, Sri 
Lanka. 

Mahendra Amarasuriya of Colombo, Sri 
Lanka,is a graduate of the University of 
CeyIon with a Bachelor of Science de-
gree. 

 
A charter member of the Lions Club of 
Galle (pronounced Gaul), he has held 
many offices within the association, 
including district governor from 1978 to 
1979, council chairperson from 1979 to 

L i o n s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Y o u t h  
E x c h a n g e  S t u d e n t s  
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Photo taken at Farewell Party hosted by 
PDG Raija and Jim Rosenthal at Pick-
erel Lake on Aug 02/07. 
 
Host families were:  
PDG Yvette & Horst Gerber, Brace-
bridge 
Arlene & John Anderson, Burk’s Falls 
Lion Dieter Keck and Helga Dill,  
Dunchurch 
Lion Cathy Cormier, Barrie 
Lion Ralph & Cathy Snell, Burk’s Falls 
PDG Raija & Jim Rosenthal, 
Burk’s Falls 

Left to right: Phillippe Maas, Luxen-
bourg, Kristina Dunkel, Germany, 

Denisa Cervenova, Slovak Republic, 
Helga Storrusten, Norway, Sini Ber-

gqvist, Finland  

District Governor 
& Vice District  
Governor 
Schedule 
 
 
September 
Oro-Medonte—18—-DG 
Dunchurch—19—-DG 
Wasaga Beach--24—-VDG 
Elmvale—25-—DG 
South Rifver—26—-DG 
Springwater—27—-DG 
 
October 
Britt—1—-DG 
Gravenhurst—2—-DG 
Midland--3—-DG 
Tottenham--3—-VDG 
Emsdale—4—-DG 
Windermere—9—-DG 
Alliston—10—-VDG 
Bracebridge--11—-DG 
Bradford—15—-DG 
Magnetawan—16—-DG 
Huntsville—17—-DG 
Beeton—17—-VDG 
Dwight—2—-DG 
Dorset—24—-DG 
Sundridge—25—-DG 

A  v e r y  p r o u d  
m o m e n t  f o r  

D i s t r i c t  A - 1 2  

At the 90th International Convention in 
Chicago, IPDG Jim was recognized on 
the world stage for his “energy and en-
thusiasm” promoting CSFII.  Lion Jim is 
shown here with IPIP Jimmy Ross and 
Campaign Chair PIP Tae Sup Lee. The 
recognition was recommended by PID 
Art Woods. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Governor Peter & family were there to 
bid the students farewell. 
More to follow in next edition. 

Mahendra Amarasuriya, 
International President 

The way some people find fault you’d think there was a reward. 
The Outlook 



It’s official.  Peter is 
now District Governor 
and Dianne is the First 
Lady.  It was a real hon-
our to be asked to pull 
their ribbons and a great 
way to end our year. 

 

Editor:  Lion Maureen Hilt 
RR 1, Site 4G, Box 24 
Emsdale, ON  P0A 1J0 
P 705-636-1862  F 705-636-0305 
jimohilt@vianet.ca 

Editor:  Lion Jennifer McCague 
33 Mitchell Ave 
Alliston, ON  L9R 1C9 
705-434-0840 
jmccague@csolve.net 
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R i b b o n  P u l l i n g  C e r e m o n y  
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“Challenge to Change” 

Awaiting the moment, DGE 

Peter, Dianne & Lion Jennifer 

with fellow DGE Bill and Elaine 

Chalmers from D A-9 

DG Peter taking his oath 
to serve as A-12 Governor 

International President Jimmy 
Ross administering the oath of 
office to Manhendra Amarasuriya 

A famous Lion, Jimmy Carter 
addressed the audience 

Entertainment by Sri 
Lanka dancers 

A re-enactment of Helen Kellar, 
delivering her speech to the 
Lions Convention in 1925 in 
Sandusky, Ohio imploring us to 
be Knights of the Blind.  You 
could hear a pin drop! 

Glenn Campbell performing - 
just as good as ever! 

DGE 
Peter & 
Dianne 
at the 
conven-
tion 
centre 

To have your article included in the next 
issue, please send your submission to 

newsletter@a12lions.org 
Next Issue Deadline 

October 8, 2007 
If you have a flyer, advertising an event, 

submit your copies (150) to editors and we 
will insert for distribution 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Governor Peter’s Project 
 

Make your cheques payable to…  
 

“District A12 SFII” 
 
Please send all Campaign SightFirst II Club Do-
nations and/or Lions’ Personal Donations to… 

 
 

PDG Kathy Daoust 
District A12 CSFII Treasurer 
R R #1, 1019 Goldfinch Court 

Kilworthy, ON.  P0E1G0  


